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The Court orders, pursuant to MCR 7.205(D)(2), that the trial court’s decision to
assign defendant youthful trainee status under MCL 762.11 ef seq. is REVERSED. The trial court’s
authority to grant youthful trainee status is jurisdictional. See People v Martinez, 211 Mich App
147, 149; 535 NW2d 236 (1995); People v Dolgorukov, 191 Mich App 38, 39; 477 NW2d 118
(1991). The language of MCL 762.11(2) is unambiguous and clearly precludes assigning youthful
trainee status to those who plead guilty to an offense punishable by life in prison. In this case,
defendant pleaded guilty to assault with intent to murder, armed robbery, carjacking, and receiving
and concealing a stolen motor vehicle. The maximum sentence for the first three of those offenses
is life imprisonment. See MCL 750.83; MCL 750.529; MCL 750.529a. As a result, the trial court
lacked jurisdiction to assign defendant youthful trainee status.

This case is REMANDED to the trial court for further proceedings consistent with
this order. We do not retain jurisdiction.
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